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This concert was made possible in part because of the
generous support of Dr. Mary Pedersen, physician, veteran,

and philanthropist.  Mary relocated to New Brunswick in 2021
where she continues to support her love of music and the arts.
Her most recent contribution is in partnership with Symphony
New Brunswick to honour her late sister, Cheryl Ann Pedersen

Sutton. This piece is being composed by Heather Schmidt,
virtuoso pianist and composer. 



River Run is a reflection of Mary and Cheryl’s childhood and

adolescent days growing up on a potato farm in Four Falls, and
their school days in Aroostook and Perth-Andover, New

Brunswick. A life with ample exposure to New Brunswick’s
waterways often including travelling along, over, or on the

Aroostook, Tobique, and Saint John River. 



“This composition is a celebration of Cheryl’s life. Cheryl was a truly
kind and radiant woman whose joie de vivre was contagious and
will now continue to live through this bespoke piece of music. My

mom Marion (Murchison) Pedersen and piano teacher, Sister
Marie Estelle, created the environment for the beginning of my love

for classical music and it only gets better as I can now give back
and support musicians and artists. After all ‘music is the medicine

of the mind.’”  
                                                                       - Dr. Mary Pedersen
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Sisters, Cheryl and Mary Pedersen (1967)
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DR. MARY PEDERSEN

Thank You



Cheryl Sutton (nee Pedersen) was a bright shining light in the
lives of many, always positive and grateful. "How lucky are we?"
was exclaimed with every new experience. Cheryl Sutton built a
reputation as a longstanding pharmacist, champion athlete
excelling in tennis and golf, avid traveller with favourites being
Lake of Bays and Fiji, and true friend to all.

She was born in Four Falls, New Brunswick and grew up on a
beautiful and prosperous potato farm. She was daughter of
Nickolaj and Marion Pedersen. She studied at Dalhousie
University in Halifax, NS earning a degree in Pharmacy. This led
to a forty year career of which she was always proud. She
continued her dedicated work up to her final days at Southlake
Regional Health Centre in Newmarket, ON.

Cheryl always demonstrated deep love, loyalty, and support to
her family. She was present for every important milestone,
overflowing with warmth and encouragement. Cheryl is sorely
missed by her husband David; her two daughters, Krista and
Kimberly; her grandchildren Frederick and Matilda; and her
sisters; Mary, Joyce, Joan, Dorothy, and Nikki. 

It all comes down to kindness. Cheryl approached others with an
open heart, seeing the best in everyone. She would always
engage with strangers, truly interested in their stories.
Throughout her time, she built lasting relationships with
innumerable people of all walks of life around the globe. She
was known for her sun-hat wearing, animal-loving, vegetable-
scrubbing, nature-seeking, fair weather-skiing, fastest potato-
peeling, out of rhythm-dancing, spritzer-drinking, fun-loving joie
de vivre. She will continue to live on in the hearts and minds of
all of those who were fortunate enough to have Cheryl in their
lives.

Cheryl 
Ann
(Pedersen)
Sutton
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IN MEMORY OF

1956-2018
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Born and raised in Calgary, Alberta, Heather began her musical
studies at the age of 4 and pursued double majors in piano
performance and composition throughout her musical education.
She studied at Juilliard in New York City and at Indiana University,
where, at age 21, she became the youngest student ever to receive
a Doctor of Music degree.
As a virtuoso pianist, Heather regularly performs as a guest soloist
with orchestras – including exciting performances of her own six
piano concertos – as well as in numerous television and studio
recordings. She has received First Place in the Eckhardt-Gramatté
National Music Competition, and First Place, the Audience Choice
Award, and the Maestro’s Choice Millennium Foundation Award at
the Canadian Concerto Competition. 
Heather’s extensive catalogue includes works for solo instruments,
chamber ensembles, orchestras, and vocal/choral groups, as well
as for film, television, and video games. She has received
commissions from the CBC, the Canada Council for the Arts, the
Alberta Foundation, the German Westdeutsches Rundfunk, the
Elaine Kaufman Cultural Center, the New York State Council for the
Arts, the Dallas Symphony Orchestra, and the Harvard Musical
Association. Her accolades include three consecutive Broadcast
Music Inc. Awards, SOCAN Composer Awards, the Zwilich Prize in
the International League of Women Composers Competition, the
Juilliard Composers Competition, and the Dean’s Composition Prize
at Indiana University, as well as a Juno nomination in the category
of Best Classical Composition. She has held numerous composer
residencies, including a long-term residency with the Hamilton
Philharmonic Orchestra.
Heather has also written and directed four short films. Her feature
film Dissonance is currently in development at A71 in Canada. 

Heather Schmidt 
COMPOSER-IN-RESIDENCE
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Program

Unauthorized recording or photographing of the Orchestra is prohibited. 

Maurice Ravel (1875 - 1937)/reduction by   

   James Kalyn [2021]

Bolero

Heather Schmidt  (b. 1974)

River Run  Commissioned by Dr. Mary Pedersen

in memory of her sister Cheryl Ann Pedersen

Sutton

I. Lento

II. Vivace

Modest Mussorgsky (1839 - 1881)/reduction by   

   Andrew Ager [2022]

Pictures at an Exhibition      
 1. Promenade

 2. Gnomus

 3. Promenade

 4. The Old Castle

 5. Promenade/Tuileries

 6. Bydlo

 7. Promenade/Ballet of the Unhatched Chicks

 8. Samuel Goldenberg & Schmuyle

 9. The Market Place in Limoges/Catacombs/Cum   

     mortuis in lingua mortua

10. Baba Yaga/The Great Gate of Kiev
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Program Notes
BY REID PARKER

 Maurice Ravel – Bolero
 
The popularity of Ravel’s Bolero is impressive. A favourite
in concert halls around the world, it has also become one
of the most often used pieces by flashmobs everywhere.
It owes its allure to its rhythm, the repetition of two exotic
Iberian-flavoured themes and a dramatic key change late
in the work. Beneath the melodic line is a driving ostinato
on the side drum repeated 128 times. The work gradually
rises in intensity, reaching a great climax at the end
usually leaving audiences cheering. Is it a minimalist
work? No, but it certainly serves as a successful
precedent for the school of minimalist composers who
followed later.

However, the story of Bolero is far more complex than
the music itself. Maurice Ravel, like Debussy, was a
French impressionist composer who didn’t like being
characterized as such. However his music often evokes
the hazy suggestive imagery so well captured by the
French impressionist painters. His music was not always
easy to perform, but he became regarded as France’s
finest composer of the early decades of the twentieth
century. 

Bolero resulted from a 1928 commission by the wealthy
Russian dancer Ida Rubenstein who originally asked Ravel
for an orchestral arrangement of Isaac Albinez’s Iberia.
But the rights to transcribe this music had been granted
to another composer and, although Ravel was eventually
given permission to compose the transcription, he
decided to fulfill the commission with an original work.
On vacation in St. Jean-de-Luz, a French coastal village
near the Spanish border, he discovered the main tunes A
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of Bolero while noodling on the piano. Liking the
character of the themes, he decided to write an
orchestral piece based on repetition rather than on the
usual symphonic development. A suspicion exists that the
simplistic form of the work resulted from the early stages
of progressive aphasia, a form of dementia which affected
Ravel’s expressive abilities and soon crippled the
composer, prematurely ending his career.
 The arrangement to be performed by Camerata New
Brunswick was written by clarinetist James Kalyn of
Ventus Machina.

Heather Schmidt – River Run

Throughout recorded history, humans have
commemorated a lost loved one by commissioning a
work of art, be it by means of the written word, a
painting, a statue or a photograph.   Unless produced by
an artist of renowned ability, these memorials seldom
serve as long-lasting tributes.  Statues, even of the finest
marble, are stationary in a mobile world; photographs
fade and are seldom preserved beyond a generation or
two; the poetic odes, if exceptionally well-written, may
find a place in a dusty archive, perhaps later to be found
by an enterprising genealogist whose research attracts
little subsequent attention.

But, ahh!  A great musical threnody!  If well-written by a
composer of international repute, the testimonial can
survive forever and easily travel around the world where
its original inspiration is captured by program annotators
(like the present scribbler) and passed along to the next
performance.

Symphony New Brunswick is honoured to have worked
with Dr. Mary Pedersen in her commission of River Run,
a remembrance of her beloved sister Cheryl Ann
(Pedersen) Sutton (1956-2018) and written by one of
Canada’s pre-eminent composers, Heather Schmidt. A
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 Modeste Mussorksy – Pictures at an Exhibition
 
Modeste Mussorgsky was one of five nineteenth-century
Russian composers known as the “Mighty Handful” or the
“Mighty Five”. Besides Mussorgsky, the group included
Nicolai Rimsky-Korsakoff (famous for the tone poem
Scheherazade), César Cui, Mily Balakireff and Alexander
Borodin, all of whom were self-trained and part-time
composers. They celebrated Russia and Russian folk
music in their music while rejecting strict adherence to
the Germanic musical tradition. Their rival, Tchaikovsky,
was trained in accepted musical practices at the Moscow
Conservatory and, although he too used folk song in
several of his compositions, the Five had little respect for
him.
 Pictures at an Exhibition was inspired by an exhibit of
paintings and art objects by Mussorgsky’s friend Viktor
Hartman (1834-1873) organized as a testimonial to the 

Cheryl Sutton was a woman many of us would have liked
to have known.  She was colorfully described in her
obituary as “a bright shining light in the lives of many”. 
 “She was known for her sun-hat wearing, animal-loving,
vegetable-scrubbing, nature-seeking, fair-weather skiing,
fastest potato-peeling, out-of-rhythm dancing, spritzer-
drinking, fun-loving joie-de-vivre”, a tongue-in-cheek
characterization suggesting the deep love felt for her by
those she left behind.

Symphony New Brunswick fans became acquainted with
Heather Schmidt in April when the orchestra performed
her Symphony no. 1 (“Manufactured Landscapes”) and we
welcomed her to New Brunswick as she conducted
workshops for young composers.  Now she has written
River Run premiered on this tour by Camerata New
Brunswick.  Inspired by happy childhood days growing up
in Four Falls and Perth-Andover along the St. John River,
the music commemorates the life of Cheryl Sutton.  The
first movement is a loving tribute and the second, a
celebration of a life well-lived.             
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artist the year following Hartman’s death. By
Mussorgsky’s own admission, the powerful opening
“promenade” passage represents his own large bulk as
he begins his slow walk through the gallery. He stops to
examine ten of Hartman’s works, each painting or object
described musically. 

Separated at times by variations of the Promenade
theme as the composer continues his stroll, they are
titled in order: “The Gnome”, “The Old Castle”, “Childrens’
Quarrel”, “Cattle”, “Ballet of the Unhatched Chicks”,
“Samuel Goldenburg”, “The Market at Limoges”,
 “Catacombs” , “The Hut on Fowl’s Legs”, then ending with
a glorious and inspiring restatement of the Promenade
theme depicting the “Great Gate of Kiev”. 

Mussorgsky’s music was originally written for piano; and
few piano works are its dramatic equal. But several
composers couldn’t resist scoring Pictures for full
symphony orchestra. The most frequently-performed
version is by Maurice Ravel, but this writer prefers an
arrangement by conductor Leopold Stokowski written in
1939, even though it omits two episodes. The
arrangement of Pictures to be heard today, written by
Canadian composer Andrew Ager, has been previously
performed in Ottawa and Regina. But, at Symphony New
Brunswick’s request, Ager altered the scoring for this
concert to include tympani. Earlier this year, musicians
from Ottawa’s National Arts Centre Orchestra gave the
first performance of this version. 
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SECOND CHAIR FIRST VIOLIN:
Dr. Tom Condon Memorial
Chair
PRINCIPAL SECOND VIOLIN:
Miles and Eunice Kierstead
Memorial Chair
SECOND CHAIR, SECOND
VIOLIN:
Li-Hong Xu Memorial Chair

PRINCIPAL VIOLA:
The Margaret and Wallace
McCain Family Chair
SECTION VIOLA:
Reid and Jacqueline Parker
Endowed Chair

PRINCIPAL CELLO:
BMO Financial Group
Endowed Chair

SECOND CHAIR CELLO:
The Tom & Lisa Gribbons
Endowed Chair

SECTION CELLO:
The Marion Isabel
Pedersen & Sister Marie
Estele Memorial Chair

PRINCIPAL BASSOON:
Pannell Family Endowed
Chair

PRINCIPAL TIMPANI:
Philip W. Oland
Memorial Chair

PRINCIPAL TRUMPET:
Wallace, Norma and John
Macmurray Memorial
Chair

SECOND TRUMPET:
The St. Mary’s Band and
Bruce Holder Jr. Memorial
Chair

Endowed Chairs
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SUPPORT TODAY
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Partners 
AND ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS

ANNUAL PARTNERS

Donations to SNB  directly fund operations. By
supporting today you are helping us continue to
present top-notch performances and expand our
dynamic programs, including those in schools and
communities. You are allowing more people to
experience the beauty and power of live orchestral
music.

SUPPORT YOUR SYMPHONY: 

A special thank you to  Dr. Mary Pedersen for the
support of Amplified Voices and the commission
of River Run in memory of Cheryl Ann Pedersen
Sutton.

Thank you to our Moncton and Harvey sponsor:

A
M

P
LI

FI
ED

   V
O

IC
ES

https://www.canadahelps.org/en/charities/symphony-new-brunswick-inc/
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Danielle Sametz^, 

   Concertmaster

 Nadia Francavilla

VIOLIN  

 Jaeyoung Chong

 CELLO

Andrew Reed Miller^

BASS

Musicians

Christopher Buckley^

VIOLA Patrick Bolduc^

BASOON 

Christie Goodwin^

OBOE

Rob Dutton
TRUMPET

Aaron Good

TIMPANI

^SNB Core Musician

CLARINET
James Kalyn

HORN
Jonathan Fisher

TROMBONE

Joël Cormier^

Danièle Jones

FLUTE
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In Honour of:
David & Sonja Adams

Ian Burden

James and Bonnie

Murray

Lucille Colpitts

In Memory of:
Diana (DeeDee) Aske 

Boris Brott

David Brookins

Ian Burden

Lucille Colpitts

Carm & Joe Gormley

George E. Gunter

Bruce Holder Jr. 

James & Bonnie Murray

Tina Hele Runkla

Kaye Marie Henderson

(Smith) 

Terrence Stewart

Leaders 

(10,000 +)
Don Mitchener

Pannell Family

Foundation

Duke Creative Collective

Mary E Pedersen MD, CD

& Mark Pedersen

Foundation

SNB Donors
Benefactors

($1,000 - $1,999)
Reid & Jacqueline

Parker

Dr Donald Colford

Susan & Winston Mott

Diana Aske

Muriel & Robert

Buckley

Town of Rothesay

Allen & Carol Rosevear

Derek & Jacqueline

Oland

Lynn & Jim Irving

Dr Steven Bryniak & Dr

Nancy Grant

Lana & Gary Davis

Doris Jean Chesley

Contributors ($500

- $999)
Jennifer Landry

Duncan MacDonald

Peter & Alice Hyslop

Christine & Richard

Sancton

Josh Adams

Lise Anderson

Susan Fullerton

James & Mary Stokes-

Rees

Yolanda Kippers

Anthony & Margaret

Fitzgerald

Wladyslaw Cichocki

Dr. Peter & Sheila

Gorman

Cheryl M.G. Robertson

Octavio Ribeiro

David & Roxanna Meek

Dr. J. Arditti

Donors 

($200 - $499)
United Way (Moncton)

Cathy Rignanesi

Richard & Jayne Nicki

Martha Louise Harrison

Doreen Wallace

Judith Streeter

Timothy Blackmore

Howard & Jane Fritz

Jim & Donna Dysart

Carolyn & David Nielsen

Gertrude Haslett

Nancy Young

May Matheson-Thomas

Kaye Nason

Daniel Lessard

Iris E C Bliss

David & Jane Barry

Neil MacLean

Maureen & Emile Paras

Debbie Landine

David & Lynn Addleman

Angela Smith

Louise & Gordon Mason

Brenda Noble

Supporters 

($100 - $199)
Peter Harris

John & Lois Thompson

Frances Morrisey

Donna Bowlin

Philip & Roberta Lee

Joan P. Creamer

Katherine Moller

Ursula & Tony Lampart

Peter Lyman

Betty-Jean Friedman

Keith, Joanne

Catherine Sutherland

Boris Kaplan

Nora Brown

McGregor Grant

Patrons 

($2,000 - $4,999)
Sisters of Charity of the

Immaculate Conception

Jonathan & Haleen

Franklin

Ronald Lees

Michael & Margaret

Wennberg

David & Judith Jamieson

Kathryn McCain

RBC Foundation
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Supporters  cont.

($100 - $199)
Bob Young

Brian R Steeves

Barry Thompson

Peter & Deana Gadd

Frances Gormley

Dr. Robert Christie

Wilma & Ian Gilchrist

Gillian & Kirby Keyser

Carl & Betty Tompkins

Richard Gibson

Philip Howland

Friends 

($20 - $99)
Ann & Barry King

Sharon Fraser & Daniel

 O'Connor

Patricia Alcorn

Elsa & Hans Meeg

Natalie Hylton

Phil & Maxine Dadson

Oland, Michael

Peter Buckland

Illia Kuksenko

Roydon Erb

Fred Shillington

Nancy Farmer

Jennifer Abbott

Canada Donates Inc

Tanuja Balse

Lee-White, Barbara

Peter Weeks

Norma Blanchet

Patricia Scribner

Hadrian Abbott

Alastair & Linda Lamont

James Streeter

Gary Morrison

Richard & Marilyn

Peabody

Grace Olds

Charlotte & D.

MacGregor Hope

David Goss

SUPPORT TODAY

Donations to SNB  directly fund operations.
By supporting today you are helping us
continue to present top-notch performances
and expand our dynamic programs, including
those in schools and communities. You are
allowing more people to experience the
beauty and power of live orchestral music.

SUPPORT YOUR
SYMPHONY: 
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https://www.canadahelps.org/en/charities/symphony-new-brunswick-inc/


Symphony New Brunswick Foundation is an
independent charity that supports Symphony New
Brunswick through an endowment that is held in
perpetuity. As its largest single annual donor, we
give SNB financial sustainability and, through its
support, the Foundation enables the Symphony to
deliver a more diversified musical program to the
residents of New Brunswick. The Foundation’s
endowment assets are held and managed by an
independent Board of Directors.
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President's Circle

(25,000 +)
Bank of Montreal

Sir James Dunn

Foundation

Ronald Lees and

Miranda Lees

Lockhart Foundation

The McCain

Foundation

Reid and Jacqueline

Parker

Scotiabank

The Pannell Family

Foundation

Tom & Lisa Gribbons

Dr. Mary Pedersen

SNB FOUNDATION

Benefactors

($10,000–$24,999) 
Deloitte

Lucinda Flemer

Jonathan & Haleen

Franklin

The MacMurray

Foundation

Kathy McCain 

Frank McKenna

Donald Mitchener 

Derek & Jacqueline

Oland

The Estate of Phyllis

Sutherland

Ted Reevey 

John Thompson

Friends of the

Symphony ($2,500–

$9,999)
David & Sonja Adams

Terence and Jane Bird

Lane and Diane Bishop

Doris Chesley 

Crosby Molasses

The late Marion Elliot

John Emmerson

McGregor Grant

 John Irving 

David Jamieson Manon

Losier

Allison and Claire McCain

Ian and Carole MacFarquar

The Sobey Foundation

TD Bank

John Tidswell

We’re invested in the future of Symphony
New Brunswick.

OUR MISSON

THANK YOU TO OUR DONORS
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https://brenansfh.com/tribute/details/25907/Phyllis-Sutherland/obituary.html
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Supporters

($1,000–$2,499)
David and Jane Barry

David and Peggy Case

Wladyslaw Cichocki

Desjardins

J.D. Irving Limited

Jay and Karla Forbes

Francis Ervin Estate

Peter Hyslop 

Hans Klohn

Eleanor and Trevor

Marshall

Gregory and Karen

Parker

Town of Quispamsis

David Reid

Cathy and Brian

Rignanesi

Donne Smith

Peter Wilshaw

Brian and Anne

Wheelock

Signe Gurholt

Margaret Conrad

Sally Dibblee

George and Karen Erb

Christopher Evans

Fidelity

J. Anthony Fitzgerald

Jane M. Fritz

Paul Fudge

Richard Gibson

Myrna Gunter

Kathryn Hamer-

Edwards

Philip Howland 

Alison Hughes

Rosi and David Jory

Richard and Christine

Sancton

Victoria and Scott

Laskey

Daniel Lessard

Jon LeHeup

Sarah Liptay

Tom and Careen

Longon

Choeur Louisbourg

Duncan MacDonald

Ken MacLeod

Gordon and Louise

Mason

Gisela Low 

Darren McLeod

Susan Montague

David and Carolyn

Nielsen

Dora Nicinski

Katherine Perry

Gerrit van Raalte

Payson Rowell

Saint John Probus Club

Ralph and Caroline

Simpson

Peter Smit

William & Joan Smith

Dean Snow 

Marcel Sonier

Greg and Linda

Sprague

William & Joan Steeves

Robert Uchida

Susan and Arthur

VanWart

John Wallace 

Andre Welland  

Carolyn Vose

Wendy Johnston

Donors

 ($100–$999)
Joseph Aicher

Ian Arseneault

Katherine Asch

Susan Atkinson

Angela Birdsell

Brian & Vicky Baxter

Ellen Buckley

John and Adrienne

Buckley

Neil MacLean

Scandimodern 

Hope E. Hunter

Other Donors

(amount

undisclosed)
The late Charmaine

Adams

Diane Adams 

David Addleman

Karin Aurell

Ron and Janet Buckley

Nicola Carter Casgrain

Richard and Yeonsuk Cho

Marilyn Dalton 

Jacques and Bernadette

DeGrace

Jocelyn Deichmann

Michele and Tony Flarow

Krista Han

Hagar Holdings Ltd. (Jane

Madsen)

Carolyn Irving

Suzanne Irving 

Scott Kennedy

Jennifer Landry

Paul Leger

Lise Legér- Anderson

Stephen McCain

Wendy Nielsen

Jim O’Sullivan

Margaret Roy

Karen Sheriff

Les Religieuses de Notre-

Dame du Sacré-Cœur

Sabian

Sisters of Charity

Barbara Smith

Thomas Geburt

Friends (cont)
David and Miriam

Wells

Dr. Keith Wilson
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Other Donors 

(amount

undisclosed cont.)
William Teed

Teed Saunders Doyle

Michael and Margaret

Wennberg

R Douglas Werner

Heather Wilson Dr.

Michael Zed

In Memoriam

cont.
Ruth Frank 

William Harrison

Goodwin 

Ann Marie Robertson

Tiina Hele Runkla

Olga Grant

James Macgregor

“Rory” Grant 

Barbara Jean 

Bruce Holder Jr.

Douglass Hughes

Harold "Hal" Killam

Ronald C. MacDonald

Sandra "Shaune"

MacLeod

Donald Marshall

Sylvie Nadeau

David Nicholson

John Huggard

Sherwood

Terrence Stewart

Kaye Smith

Patricia Cyd van Beek 

Joseph Francis

Wagner

Edna Dibblee-Wellner

Erik T. P. Wennberg

Sandra Wright 

Li-Hong Xu

In Honour of

2021/2022
David and Sonya

Adams

Bonnie Murray

In Memoriam

2022/2023

E. Gary Atkinson

Helen Diana (DeeDee)

Aske

Dennis F. Barrett

Kenneth Creelman

SUPPORT TODAY
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https://www.canadahelps.org/en/charities/symphony-new-brunswick-foundation-incla-fondation-symphoni/
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The Honourable Brenda Murphy
New Brunswick’s 32nd Lieutenant Governor

HONOURARY PATRON

Reid Parker  President & Board Chair
Cathy Rignanesi  Treasurer
David Shore  Secretary
Katie Bowden
Edmund Dawe
Kathryn Hamer
Peter Hyslop
Gilles Melanson
Lise Léger-Anderson 
Donne Smith
Michael D. Wennberg

BOARD OF DIRECTORS,
SYMPHONY NEW BRUNSWICK

Reid Parker  President & Board Chair
Susan Dewar Treasurer
Jennifer Adam Secretary
Ron Outerbridge
John Fitzpatrick
J. Paul Legar

SNB FOUNDATION BOARD

Mélanie Léonard Artistic Director
Gillian Gresh Director of Donor Relations
Peter Sametz Director of Operations & Administration
Chris Buckley Personnel Manager
Peter Mears Stage Manager
Jon Fisher Acting Librarian 

ADMINISTRATION

Elsa Paterson Library 
Rick Sancton Donations
Linda Sprague Friends of the Symphony (Fredericton) 

VOLUNTEER SUPPORT
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Up Next!
May 16, 17, & 19 

      TICKETS
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