


 
Since SNB’s last concert, world events have been foremost on
people’s minds.The terrible and terrifying conflict in the Middle
East reminds us of the valiant efforts by conductor Daniel
Barenboim to bring Jews and Palestinians together as stand-
mates in the West-Eastern Divan Orchestra. Since 1999, this
youthful ensemble has performed all over the world and
represents an ideal, a prayer and a hope for the future. It is an
example of how great music bridges the gulf between religious,
ethnic and political differences and enables young people of
differing heritage to work together.

Symphony New Brunswick also brings together musicians from
several countries and the result you hear on stage right here is
further evidence that music is an international and inspirational
language we can all enjoy together regardless of any
differences. 

I will remind everyone that Symphony New Brunswick
Foundation will be applying this month to Canadian Heritage
for a significant matching grant to add to our endowment fund.
The Foundation is close to its fund-raising objective and the
goal can be reached with a little more help. Please contact me
or Gillian Gresh if you need more information; but please
consider a gift as soon as possible. A pledge will not work for
this application; the Foundation needs to have the funds in
hand for the gift to be eligible for matching. The future of SNB
depends on continuing the growth of this fund.
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https://www.canadahelps.org/en/dn/63997?v2=true


Born in Montreal, Mélanie Léonard is music director of
Symphony New Brunswick and the Assistant Professor of
instrumental conducting (contemporary music) at McGill
University’s Schulich School of Music. She was previously
resident and associate conductor at the Calgary Philharmonic
Orchestra and Music Director at the Sudbury Symphony
Orchestra.

As a guest conductor, she has worked with many institutions
including the Montreal Symphony Orchestra, the Toronto
Symphony Orchestra, Les Violons du Roy, Orchestre
Metropolitan, the National Arts Center Orchestra, as well as
symphony orchestras in Edmonton, Regina, Victoria, Winnipeg,
Québec and Nova Scotia.

Ms. Léonard  has worked on soundtracks for Aura at the
Montreal Notre-Dame Basilica, Paradise City in South Korea,
and for Cirque du Soleil’s Land of Fantasy. Melanie has founded
three  contemporary music ensembles: Prima Ensemble, Wild
West New Music Ensemble and the Calgary New Music Festival.
In 2023-2024, Ms. Léonard will conduct Orchestre Métropolitain
and the Saskatoon Symphony. She will also be making her
début with the Ottawa Symphony Orchestra. Ms. Léonard was
the first woman to complete a doctorate in orchestra
conducting from University of Montreal. In 2012, she received
the Canada Art Council’s Jean-Marie Beaudet award for
orchestral conducting.
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Biography
MÉLANIE LÉONARD
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All of the works on this program are linked in some way to
the concept of time. “Sandman’s Lullaby – Variations
symphoniques” by Canadian composer Christian Girard
draws its inspiration from a short piece every pianist would
have played when they were beginners: Michael Aaron’s
Sandman Lullaby. Girard turned this 14 notes theme into an
exuberant post romantic work through 13 variations.

Philip Glass, American composer, wrote the music to the
movie The Hours. The suite, for piano and ensemble, was
extracted from the soundtrack. We are thrilled to welcome
CBC top 30 under 30 pianist, Victoria Wong to perform this
work with us.

Finally, we complete the program with Haydn’s beloved
symphony, number 101, “The Clock”. The symphony received
the nickname due to the ticking rhythm present in the
second movement.

Welcome Message
MÉLANIE LÉONARD
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Named as one of “Canada’s
Hot 30 Under 30 Classical
Musicians” in 2022 by the
CBC, Victoria Wong holds
degrees from the New
England Conservatory of
Music and The Juilliard
School of Music. A
frequent guest soloist with
orchestra, she performed
Rachmaninov`s famous
second piano concerto on
tour in China with the
Hong Kong 

VICTORIA WONG
Special Guest

Symphonia, and has toured Italy as concerto soloist with the
Canadian Sinfonietta. She has been invited back to perform on
multiple occasions with the Shenzhen Symphony Orchestra,
and is also often invited as a guest artist to perform at
prestigious festivals, including the 5th Shenzhen Piano Music
Festival in China, Note in Citta Festival in Italy, and many
festivals in Canada.
 
She is the recipient of numerous awards, including the First
Prize winner of the Lancaster International Piano Competition,
International Fringe Award, EPTA International Piano
Competition, San Francisco International Music Competition,
and Canadian Music Competition. She is also a top
prizewinner at the Canadian Chopin Competition and the
Russian Music International Piano Competition, and the
winner of the Orford Music Award.  In 2021, she participated
in the 18th International Chopin Competition in Warsaw. 

Her performances, and interviews have been broadcast on
Radio Television Hong Kong, Polish National radio, Shenzhen
Satellite TV, US television channel Sino TV, and Fairchild TV and
OMNI 2 in Canada. She was also the featured guest on a
televised interview show for Guangdong Radio and Television
Station in China.  In 2022 she worked with and gave the West
coast premiere of a new etude written by American composer
Nico Muhly. 
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SUPPORT TODAY
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Partners 
AND ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS

ANNUAL PARTNERS

Donations to SNB  directly fund operations. By
supporting today you are helping us continue to
present top-notch performances and expand our
dynamic programs, including those in schools and
communities. You are allowing more people to
experience the beauty and power of live orchestral
music.

SUPPORT YOUR SYMPHONY: 

Thank you to RBC Foundation for your
partnership.
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Program

Unauthorized recording or photographing of the Orchestra is prohibited. 

Philip Glass  (b. 1937)
Suite from "The Hours" [arr Riesman]
 - Victoria Wong, solo pianist
     I.  Untitled
     II. Untitled
     III. Untitled

Frédéric Chopin (1810 - 1849)
Waltz op.64 no.1 ("Minute Waltz")
 - Victoria Wong, solo pianist         

 Christian Girard
 Sandman's Lullaby
     Thème
     Crépuscule
     Chant de Morphée
     Mobylette
     Brouillard 1
     Rose des vents
     Larme
     A bon Port
     Au bord de l'Étang
     Chasse aux Papillons
     Pique-Nique
     Brouillard 2
     Lettre
     Les Adieux

Intermission

Joseph Haydn (1732- 1809)
Symphony no.101 ("The Clock")   
    Adagio; Presto
    Andante
    Menuetto. Allegretto; Trio
    Finale. Vivace
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From a very early age Bernadette Hedar displayed her
musical talent in piano and violin. Her love of music would
continue throughout her life. Among her many musical
activities, she was a valued member of Symphony New
Brunswick’s violins for twenty-five years. Bernadette
worked at the N.B. Musicians Association Local 815, and
also for Symphony New Brunswick. After her move to
Vancouver, she continued to play in orchestras on the west
coast.  Bernadette loved to encourage others in their
musical pursuits and often volunteered her time in helping
others.  Many have described her as a special and unique
person, a gentle soul and radically humble. That is how her
former colleagues at Symphony New Brunswick will always
remember her. 
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Bernadette
Hedar

IN MEMORY OF

1958-2023
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Program Notes
Philip Glass – Suite from “The Hours”
American composer Philip Glass wrote the music for the 2002 Academy

Award nominated film “The Hours” which was based on a 1999 Pulitzer

Prize winning novel by David Cunningham. As well, the music itself was

nominated for both an Oscar and a Grammy.From the soundtrack, Glass

derived a three movement suite, scored for piano and string orchestra to

be performed on this tour.

The film (and presumably the book) is depressing psychodrama, depicting

the suicide of author Virginia Wolf in 1941 and similar morbid events in the

lives of two other fictional characters. With that inspiration as background,

it is best to forget the storyline and listen to the music as an independent

abstraction.

Glass is well-known as one of the fathers of the school of minimalist music.

It started with a group of composers in the United States and Europe – in

the U.S. by Steve Reich, Glass and John Adams. It grew out of the popularity

of pop music by mixing the simplicity of pop with the sophistication of

advanced musical education and technique. Its characteristics are

compressed melody, drone bass lines, simple tonal harmony, extended

ostinato passages and repetition that, if not well-written, can become

monotonous. 

The most famous example is the Symphony of Sorrowful Songs by Polish

composer Henryk Gorecki. This almost hour-long symphony was so well-

written and marketed that it sold over a million CDs and reached no. 6 on

Britain’s top-selling recordings in 1992. 

 While it has most of the characteristics listed above, Glass’s Suite from the

Hours is lyrical, free of dissonance and harmonically pleasing. The

concerto-like part for piano adds instrumental colour to music that

otherwise might seem tedious. The work is about 25 minutes in duration,

the second and third movements each about seven minutes long. Glass’s

suite is a perfect film score and one can easily imagine hearing it as the

credits roll.      

Franz Joseph Haydn – Symphony no. 101 in D (the “Clock”)
Freed from the artistic restraints imposed when his employer, Prince

Nikolaus Esterházy, died in 1790, Haydn’s subsequent symphonies

exhibited a more innovative and robust character. At the invitation of the 
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impresario Peter Salomon, Haydn visited London twice, in 1791 and again

in 1794. These were not just week-long holiday larks, but working visits of

many months duration. During each trip, he composed six of the twelve

symphonies now collectively called the “London Symphonies”, nos. 93 to

104. From this amazing collection, we hear for the first time in SNB’s forty

seasons Symphony no. 101 in D, nicknamed by persons unknown the

“The Clock”, an appellation justified by the tick-tock rhythm in the second

movement.

So, how can any composer be taken seriously who wrote more than 100

symphonies in his lifetime? Surely, these works were churned out by the

dozen, probably following a set pattern while varying a few notes and

tempos here and there; maybe making occasional key changes and

adding a few squeaks from the winds to liven things up. Well, surprise,

surprise – Haydn’s symphonies are anything but mundane, each a gem

worthy of much study and enjoyment.Haydn invented the symphony and

slowly but surely expanded the form, establishing a developmental

progression that continued to the days of Anton Bruckner, Gustav Mahler

and beyond. The final group of London symphonies represent a passing

of the torch to Beethoven, each a statement that Ludwig and the

Romantics who followed could not ignore.

 In the Clock Symphony, Haydn surprises us by the freedom he allows his

wind players and especially his tympanist who is given carte blanche to

bang away with abandon. But in every Haydn symphony, including the

Clock, we are treated to wonderful string writing - placing big demands on

his players but allowing their virtuosity to sparkle.

 The symphony is in the four-movement form that Haydn established as

the proper way to structure a long orchestral piece. It is richly scored for

winds, with pairs of oboes, flutes, clarinets, bassoons, trumpets and horns.

The opening sonata is marked presto after a short slow introduction. The

indomitable Sir Donald Tovey admired the contrasts in this movement,

stating, “The tuttis romp in with all the vigour that gave Haydn the

contemporary reputation of being a noisy composer, a reputation which is

perfectly justified.” Lest anyone think the tick-tocking in the second

movement is a bit gimmicky, listen to how it comes and goes and how the

instrumentation is varied. Haydn was known to be a 

humorous maverick at times, nowhere better illustrated than in this

movement. Throughout the symphony, including the final two

movements, a minuet and a robust finale, Haydn demonstrates the

harmonic and thematic freedom which belied the rigid formality of which

he is sometimes incorrectly accused.
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SECOND CHAIR FIRST VIOLIN:
Dr. Tom Condon Memorial
Chair

CHAIRS

PRINCIPAL SECOND VIOLIN:
Miles and Eunice Kierstead
Memorial Chair
SECOND CHAIR, SECOND
VIOLIN:
Li-Hong Xu Memorial Chair

PRINCIPAL VIOLA:
The Margaret and Wallace
McCain Family Chair
SECTION VIOLA:
Reid and Jacqueline Parker
Endowed Chair

PRINCIPAL CELLO:
BMO Financial Group
Endowed Chair

SECOND CHAIR CELLO:
The Tom & Lisa Gribbons
Endowed Chair

SECTION CELLO:
The Marion Isabel
Pedersen & Sister Marie
Estele Memorial Chair

PRINCIPAL BASSOON:
Pannell Family Endowed
Chair

PRINCIPAL TIMPANI:
Philip W. Oland
Memorial Chair

PRINCIPAL TRUMPET:
Wallace, Norma and John
Macmurray Memorial
Chair

SECOND TRUMPET:
The St. Mary’s Band and
Bruce Holder Jr. Memorial
Chair

Endowed Chairs
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 Danielle Sametz*^, 

    Concertmaster

 Lucia Rodriguez

 Hok Kwan

 Katherime Moller

 Dmitry Myzdrikov

VIOLIN I 

 Nadia Francavilla*

 Sara Liptay

 Hjorve Tisler

 Aida Tisler

VIOLIN II

Dobrochna Zubek*

Katharine Bestvater

 CELLO

Andrew Reed Miller*^

BASS

Musicians

Christopher Buckley*^

Robin Streb

Eric Ring

VIOLA

Patrick Bolduc*^

Yvonne Kershaw

BASSOON 

Christie Goodwin*

Carlos Avila

OBOE

 *Principal or Acting Principal, ^ Core Musician

CLARINET
 James Kalyn*

Kalvin Rowe

HORN
Jon Fisher*

Peter Sametz

TIMPANI
Joël Cormier*^

Danièle Jones*

Rachel Gibson

FLUTE

LIFE TIME MEMBERS
David and Sonja Adams

TRUMPET
Rob Dutton*

Brian McAuley

Rachel Kwan*

KEYBOARD
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In Memory of:
Ian Burden

Lucille Colpitts

Robert & Dora Deloughery

Carm & Joe Gormley

Ven. Arthur Gregg

George E. Gunter

Rev. Brian Hansen’

John Kimball

Irene Leblanc

Edith Miller

James & Bonnie Murray

Terrence Stewart

Cheryl Pedersen Sutton

Leaders 

(10,000 +)
Don Mitchener

Mary E Pedersen MD, CD &

Mark Pedersen Foundation

Duke Creative Collective

 The McCain Foundation

Patrons

($2,000-4,999)
David & Judith Jamieson

Michael & Margaret

Wennberg

Sisters of Charity of the

Immaculate Conception

Benefactors 

($1,000 - $1,999)
Dr. Donald Colford

Susan & Winston Mott

Ron Lees

Christine & Richard Sancton

Muriel & Robert Buckley

Town of Rothesay

Allen & Carol Rosevear

Derek & Jacqueline Oland

David  and Judy Marr

Lynn & Jim Irving

SNB Donors
Dr. Steven Bryniak & Dr.

Nancy Grant

Lana & Gary Davis

David & Mary Beaudin

Doris Jean Chesley

Contributors 

($500 - $999)
Duncan MacDonald

Brian & Vicky Baxter

 Jennifer Landry

Susan Fullerton

James & Mary Stokes-Rees

Wladyslaw Cichocki

Dr. Peter & Sheila Gorman

Maureen & Emile Paras

Cheryl M G Robertson

David & Roxanna Meek

Dr. J Arditti

Donors 

($200 - $499)
Martha Louise Harrison

Judith Streeter

Jolly Farmer Products Inc.

Timothy Blackmore

Jim & Donna Dysart

Michael Flood

Dr. Barry Beckett

Joan P. Creamer

Richard & Jayne Nicki

Josh Adams

Gertrude Haslett

Gerrit van Raalte

Daniel Lessard

Cathy Rignanesi

Brenda Noble

Doreen Wallace

Linda & Phillip Webb

Angela Smith

Symphony New Brunswick warmly thanks all of its donors for

their generous support in the last 12 months.
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Supporters

 ($100 - $199)
Louise & Gordon Mason

John & Lois Thompson

Philip & Roberta Lee

Philip Howland

Bourgeois, Claire

Katherine Moller

Ursula & Tony Lampart

Arthur Van Wart

Peter Lyman

Betty-Jean Friedman

Catherine Sutherland

Linda & Gary Sprague

Joanne Keith

Boris Kaplan

Bob Young

Brian R Steeves

Kaye Nason

Barry Thompson

Frances Gormley

Jim & Jane Baird

Wilma & Ian Gilchrist

Gillian & Kirby Keyser

Nancy Young

Carl & Betty Tompkins

Suzanne & The Late John

Kimball

Richard Gibson

Friends

($20 - $99)
Farmer, Nancy

Jennifer Abbott

Hadrian Abbott

Alastair & Linda Lamont

Bernadeta Samulski

Dr. Robert Christie

David Goss

Phil & Maxine Dadson



Symphony New Brunswick Foundation is an
independent charity that supports Symphony New
Brunswick through an endowment that is held in
perpetuity. As its largest single annual donor, we
give SNB financial sustainability and, through its
support, the Foundation enables the Symphony to
deliver a more diversified musical program to the
residents of New Brunswick. The Foundation’s
endowment assets are held and managed by an
independent Board of Directors.
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President's Circle

(25,000 +)
Bank of Montreal

Sir James Dunn

Foundation

Ronald Lees and

Miranda Lees

Lockhart Foundation

The McCain

Foundation

Reid and Jacqueline

Parker

Scotiabank

The Pannell Family

Foundation

Tom & Lisa Gribbons

Dr. Mary Pedersen

SNB FOUNDATION

Benefactors

($10,000–$24,999) 
Deloitte

Lucinda Flemer

Jonathan & Haleen

Franklin

The MacMurray

Foundation

Kathy McCain 

Frank McKenna

Donald Mitchener 

Derek & Jacqueline

Oland

The Estate of Phyllis

Sutherland

John Thompson

Friends of the

Symphony ($2,500–

$9,999)
David & Sonja Adams

Lane and Diane Bishop

Doris Chesley 

The late Marion Elliot

John Emmerson

McGregor Grant

 John Irving 

David Jamieson 

Manon Losier

Allison and Claire McCain

Ian and Carole MacFarquar

Donne Smith

We’re invested in the future of Symphony
New Brunswick.

OUR MISSON

THANK YOU TO OUR DONORS
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https://brenansfh.com/tribute/details/25907/Phyllis-Sutherland/obituary.html
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Supporters

($1,000–$2,499)
David and Jane Barry

David and Peggy Case

Wladyslaw Cichocki

Desjardins

J.D. Irving Limited

Jay and Karla Forbes

Peter Hyslop 

Hans Klohn

Eleanor and Trevor

Marshall

Gregory and Karen

Parker

Town of Quispamsis

Cathy and Brian

Rignanesi

Peter Wilshaw

Brian and Anne

Wheelock

Signe Gurholt

J. Anthony Fitzgerald

Jane M. Fritz

Paul Fudge

Richard Gibson

Myrna Gunter

Kathryn Hamer-

Edwards

Philip Howland 

Alison Hughes

Rosi and David Jory

Richard and Christine

Sancton

Victoria and Scott

Laskey

Daniel Lessard

Jon LeHeup

Sarah Liptay

Tom and Careen

Longon

Choeur Louisbourg

Duncan MacDonald

Ken MacLeod

Gordon and Louise

Mason

Gisela Low 

Darren McLeod

Susan Montague

David and Carolyn

Nielsen

Dora Nicinski

Katherine Perry

Gerrit van Raalte

Payson Rowell

Saint John Probus Club

Ralph and Caroline

Simpson

Peter Smit

William & Joan Smith

Dean Snow 

Marcel Sonier

Greg and Linda

Sprague

Robert Uchida

Susan and Arthur

VanWart

John Wallace 

Andre Welland 

Carolyn Vose

Wendy Johnston

Donors

 ($100–$999)
Joseph Aicher

Ian Arseneault

Katherine Asch

Susan Atkinson

Angela Birdsell

Brian & Vicky Baxter

Ellen Buckley

John and Adrienne

Buckley

Neil MacLean

Scandimodern 

Hope E. Hunter

Margaret Conrad

Sally Dibblee

Christopher Evans

Fidelity

Andre Welland 

Carolyn Vose

Wendy Johnston

Other Donors

(amount

undisclosed)
The Late Charmaine

Adams

Diane Adams 

David Addleman

Karin Aurell

Ron and Janet Buckley

Nicola Carter Casgrain

Richard and Yeonsuk Cho

Marilyn Dalton 

Jacques and Bernadette

DeGrace

Jocelyn Deichmann

Michele and Tony Flarow

Krista Han

Hagar Holdings Ltd. (Jane

Madsen)

Carolyn Irving

Suzanne Irving 

Ann Jamieson

Jennifer Landry

Paul Leger

Lise Legér- Anderson

Stephen McCain

Wendy Nielsen

Jim O’Sullivan

Margaret Roy

Karen Sheriff

Les Religieuses de Notre-

Dame du Sacré-Cœur

Sabian

Sisters of Charity of the

Immaculate Conception

Barbara Smith

Thomas Geburt

John Tidswell

Friends (cont)
TD Bank

David and Miriam Wells

Dr. Keith Wilson
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Other Donors 

(amount

undisclosed cont.)
William Teed

Teed Saunders Doyle

Michael and Margaret

Wennberg

R Douglas Werner

Heather Wilson 

Dr. Michael Zed

In Memoriam

cont.
Ruth Frank 

William Harrison

Goodwin 

Bernadette Hedar

Ann Marie Robertson

Tiina Hele Runkla

Olga Grant

James Macgregor

“Rory” Grant 

Barbara Jean 

Bruce Holder Jr.

Douglass Hughes

Donald Marshall

Joan McCumber

David Nicholson

Nickolaj Holm & Marion

Isabelle (Murchison)

Pedersen

John Huggard Sherwood

Terrence Stewart 

Joseph Francis Wagner

Patricia Watts

Edna Dibblee-Wellner

Erik T. P. Wennberg

Sandra Wright 

Li-Hong Xu

In Memoriam

2023/2024

E. Gary Atkinson

Walter Ball

SUPPORT TODAY
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https://www.canadahelps.org/en/charities/symphony-new-brunswick-foundation-incla-fondation-symphoni/
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The Honourable Brenda Murphy
New Brunswick’s 32nd Lieutenant Governor

HONOURARY PATRON

Reid Parker  President & Board Chair
Cathy Rignanesi  Treasurer
David Shore  Secretary
Katie Bowden
Edmund Dawe
Kathryn Hamer
Peter Hyslop
Gilles Melanson
Lise Léger-Anderson
Susan Lenard  
Eric Savoie
Donne Smith
Michael D. Wennberg

BOARD OF DIRECTORS,
SYMPHONY NEW BRUNSWICK

Reid Parker  President & Board Chair
Susan Dewar Treasurer
Jennifer Adam Secretary
Ron Outerbridge
John Fitzpatrick
J. Paul Legar

SNB FOUNDATION BOARD

Mélanie Léonard Artistic Director
Gillian Gresh Director of Donor Relations
Peter Sametz Director of Operations & Administration
Chris Buckley Personnel Manager
Peter Mears Stage Manager
Jon Fisher  Librarian

ADMINISTRATION

Elsa Paterson Library 
Rick Sancton Donations
Linda Sprague Friends of the Symphony (Fredericton) 

VOLUNTEER SUPPORT
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           TICKETS
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Up Next 
JOIN US FOR A FAMILY CONCERT!
DECEMBER 18, 19, & 20

Ever a holiday favourite, The Nutcracker gets a
Maritime treatment in this fresh adaptation of the

beloved play as two puppeteers create shadowbox
projections to a narrated storyline, joined by

musicians from Symphony New Brunswick and the
magic of Tchaikovsky's enchanting musical score.
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