


2

We are also eagerly anticipating our concerts next spring. Several
special works never performed before by SNB will be presented;
all of which should be a delight for concertgoers. Mark your
calendars for our season-ending Virtuoso Series this May. This
blockbuster program will be one of the highlights of the year and
will include a very special commission. We cannot wait to share
more details soon, Don’t miss it!

Our Foundation recently filed its annual application to the Canada
Cultural Investment Fund. We asked for the maximum amount for
which we are eligible and hope to receive good news in March. The
Foundation is the biggest annual donor to SNB and it is vital that
the Foundation continues to grow. More contributions from our
patrons and friends will be needed over the next twelve months so
we can again apply next fall for the maximum matching grant from
the federal government. We have been very gratified with your
support so far this season. On Giving Tuesday alone this year, SNB
and the Foundation received over $10,000 in new contributions.
However, more help will be needed. We thank you for your
continued generous support of our programs. 

Message from
the President
REID PARKER
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The board of directors of both
Symphony New Brunswick and
Symphony New Brunswick
Foundation along with our staff
and musicians wish all of our
patrons and donors a very happy
holiday season and good health
for 2023. The Symphony’s
concert this month “How the
Gimquat Found her Song”
promises to be a delight for
young and old alike.  
 

SUPPORT SNBF TODAY

https://www.canadahelps.org/en/charities/symphony-new-brunswick-foundation-incla-fondation-symphoni/


Born in Montreal, Mélanie Léonard was most
recently the music director of the Sudbury
Symphony Orchestra. She has also been resident
conductor and associate conductor of the Calgary
Philharmonic Orchestra.

She was invited to conduct at the Montreal
International Jazz Festival and several Canadian
orchestras including the Toronto Symphony
Orchestra, Orchestre Métropolitain, the National
Arts Centre Orchestra, the Edmonton, Regina,
Calgary and Winnipeg Symphony Orchestras and
Symphony Nova Scotia.

Maestra Léonard has recorded soundtracks for
Aura at Montréal’s Notre-Dame Basilica; Land of
Fantasy, a Cirque du Soleil show presented in
Hangzhou, China; and Paradise City, an immersive
multimedia universe in South Korea.

Mélanie Léonard was the first woman to complete a
doctorate in orchestral conducting at the University
of Montreal. In 2012, she received the Jean-Marie
Baudet Prize in orchestral conducting awarded by
the Canada Council for the Arts.
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Biography
MÉLANIE LÉONARD
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Platypus Theatre’s  

“HOW THE GIMQUAT FOUND

HER SONG"

Since 1989, almost one million young audience members

have been introduced to classical music through Platypus

Theatre. After more than 650 performances with more than

75 orchestras worldwide, Platypus has established itself as

one of North America’s premiere music education theatre

companies. Original and engaging storylines are presented

in an intelligent and interactive way, with music always

taking the lead role. Children laugh, sing and empathize with

the characters while learning musical concepts, styles, and

much more. In 2006, one of Platypus’ most cherished

productions "How the Gimquat Found her Song" was

produced for TV and went on to win several awards

including Best Children’s Program at the prestigious Banff

World Television Festival. In 1991, Platypus was the subject

of a nationally broadcast documentary on CTV, followed by

a PBS full-performance broadcast in 2000. During its 25th

anniversary year, Platypus premiered its eighth original

production, Presto, Mambo!, in partnership with four

orchestras across Canada. Other Platypus Productions

include Emily Saves the Orchestra, Rhythm in your Rubbish,

Bach to the Future, Charlotte and the Music-Maker, Flicker

of Light on a Winter’s Night, and Peter and the Wolf. H
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Peter is the papa of
the platypus
puddle. (Did you
know that a group
of platypuses is
called a “puddle”?) 
He co-founded
Platypus Theatre
many years ago
when he was just a
platy-pup and now
Peter has brought
his theatrical
symphony concerts
to nearly a million  
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PETER DUSCHENES, ARTISTIC
DIRECTOR, ACTOR AND WRITER 

children all over the world.  He and his partner Sarah
have two grown platy-pups, Magda and Theo, but they’re
off at university so Sarah and Peter like to hang out in
the backyard with their dog Moby and their chickens
Edith, Gertie and Frannie. (But they don’t play with Moby
and the chickens at the same time because that would
be a disaster!)

In one of Platypus Theatre’s most beloved family concerts,
audiences embark on a musical expedition across continents
and through centuries to help a discouraged bird discover her
unique voice. Young audiences laugh, chant and sing along
with the Gimquat and her wizard guide as they explore
musical styles from Gregorian chant to rap. With so much
wonderful music to choose from, how can she ever find the
song that’s meant for her? How the Gimquat Found Her Song
is a heart-warming tale about the search for identity and a
celebration of music in all of its forms.






“HOW THE GIMQUAT FOUND
HER SONG’
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managed a whole bunch of plays.  But now, when she’s
not working with loony birds, enthusiastic puppet dogs
and wonderful musicians, she spends a lot of time walking
real dogs and traveling around the world.  

6

WENDY ROCKBURN – STAGE
MANAGER 

Hello!  Wendy grew
up in Ottawa, the
nation’s capital, and
still lives in that
beautiful city.  When
she was a lot
younger, she trained
horses for a living
then she worked with
animators on a
couple of cartoon
series and stage 

Samantha is thrilled to be
joining the Platypus team for
the 2022-2023 season!
Samantha calls Montréal
home, and loves to spend
her days playing
Shakespeare with
Repercussion Theatre, and
cultivating creativity  

as a teacher with Geordie Theatre School. Bringing
something classical to the hearts and minds of young
people is right up her alley! Samantha loves acting, singing
in the car, her friends and family, her cat Tilly, and ice
cream. 






SAMANTHA
BITONTI - ACTOR
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How the Gimquat
Found Her Song
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PLATYPUS THEATRE'S

Written by Peter Duschenes
Stage direction and puppet design: Peter Duschenes and
Meredyth Babcock 

Originally produced by: Michael Duschenes 

Performers: 

Gimquat: Samantha Bitonti
Magician: Peter Duschenes 
Stage Manager: Wendy Rockburn 
 
Excerpts from the following: 

Bizet: Carmen Suite

Vivaldi: The Four Seasons (Spring - 1st Movement) 

Duschenes, Mario: Sad Dance

Duschenes, Mario: Jiminy Cricket

Duschenes, Mario: Awakening

Duschenes, Mario: Gregorian Chant

Anonymous: Tordion

Bach: “Bist du bei mir”

Berlioz: Symphonie Fantastique – Last Movement 

Brahms: Lullaby

Offenbach: French Can-can

Duschenes, Mario: Smokey Jazz

Ravel: Mother Goose Suite (“Pavane de la Belle”)

Ravel: Mother Goose Suite (“Le Jardin Féérique”) 

Platypus Theatre wants to hear from you! 
Leave a comment at platypustheatre.com or follow us on
Facebook, Twitter or YouTube

Unauthorized recording or photographing of the Orchestra is prohibited. 
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SECOND CHAIR FIRST VIOLIN:
Dr. Tom Condon Memorial
Chair

CHAIRS

PRINCIPAL SECOND VIOLIN:
Miles and Eunice Kierstead
Memorial Chair
SECOND CHAIR, SECOND
VIOLIN:
Li-Hong Xu Memorial Chair

PRINCIPAL VIOLA:
The Margaret and Wallace
McCain Family Chair
SECTION VIOLA:
Reid and Jacqueline Parker
Endowed Chair

PRINCIPAL CELLO:
BMO Financial Group
Endowed Chair

SECOND CHAIR CELLO:
The Tom & Lisa Gribbons
Endowed Chair
SECTION CELLO:
The Marion Isabel
Pedersen & Sister Marie
Estele Memorial Chair

PRINCIPAL BASSOON:
Pannell Family Endowed
Chair

PRINCIPAL TIMPANI:
Philip W. Oland
Memorial Chair
PRINCIPAL TRUMPET:
Wallace, Norma and John
Macmurray Memorial
Chair

Marie-Pier Arseneau is a 5th year
student in Music Education at
l‘Université de Moncton, and studies
voice with Lisa Roy. In recent years,
Marie-Pier has been invited to
participate in musical events such as
the Young Artists Series of the
Barachois Musical Summer and the
Jeunesses Musicales NB tour in 2020.
She has also participated in advanced
voice workshops such as the Académie 
de l'Été musical de Barachois, Musique sur mer en Acadie,
as well as the prestigious Académie du Domaine Forget in
Quebec. In 2022, she won first prize in the senior voice
category of the New Brunswick Provincial Music Festival and
also at the National Music Festival-Federation of Canadian
Music Festivals.

Special Guest
MARIE-PIER ARSENEAU SOPRANO
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SUPPORT TODAY
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Partners 
AND ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS

ANNUAL PARTNERS

Donations to SNB  directly fund operations. By
supporting today you are helping us continue to
present top-notch performances and expand our
dynamic programs, including those in schools and
communities. You are allowing more people to
experience the beauty and power of live orchestral
music.

SUPPORT YOUR SYMPHONY: 
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SNB is pleased to welcome Ukrainian families to our
performance tonight.  Ласкаво просимо!

https://www.canadahelps.org/en/charities/symphony-new-brunswick-inc/
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Danielle Sametz*^, 

   Concertmaster

Victor Vivas

Timi Levy 

Hok Kwan

Dmitry Myzrikov

VIOLIN I 

Nadia Francavilla*

Sara Liptay

Ali Leonard

Vivian Ni

VIOLIN II

 Jaeyoung Chong*

 Chris Yoon

 CELLO

Andrew Reed Miller*^
BASS

Musicians

Christopher Buckley*^

Stephen Mott

Dalia Garcia

VIOLA

Danièle Jones*

Claire Leslie-Turnbull

FLUTE

Patrick Bolduc*^

Yvonne Kershaw

BASOON 

Christie Goodwin^~

Carlos Avila*

Daniella Tejada Cortes

OBOE

Andrew George* 

James Kalyn

CLARINET

Jon Fisher*

Olivier Huebscher

HORN

Rob Dutton*

Brian McAulay

 TRUMPET

Jim Tranquilla

Aaron Good

 TROMBONE

 Joël Cormier*

 

TIMPANI

Ian Gibson*

Owen Melanson

PERCUSSION

 *Principal or Acting Principal, ^SNB Core Musician,  ~on leave
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In Honour of:
David & Sonja Adams

Ian Burden

James and Bonnie Murray

Lucille Colpitts

In Memory of:
Diana (DeeDee) Aske 

Boris Brott

David Brookins

Carm & Joe Gormley

George E. Gunter

Bruce Holder Jr. 

Tina Hele Runkla

Kaye Marie Henderson

(Smith) 

Leaders 

(10,000 +)
Don Mitchener

Pannell Family Foundation

SNB Donors
Benefactors

($1,000 - $1,999)
Reid & Jacqueline

Parker

Lise and Gary Anderson

The Estate of Diana

Aske

Peter & Alice Hyslop

Duncan MacDonald

Margaret & Bill Jones

Allen & Carol Rosevear

Octavio Ribeiro

Derek & Jacqueline

Oland

Susan & Winston Mott

Lynn & Jim Irving

Lana & Gary Davis

Doris Chesley

Dr. Donald Colford 

Contributors ($500

- $999)
Muriel & Robert

Buckley

David Beaudin

Mary Stokes-Rees

Maureen & Emile Paras

Christine & Richard

Sancton

Cheryl M.G. Robertson

Josh Adams

Jennifer Landry

J. Genge

Yolanda Kippers

Anthony & Margaret

Fitzgerald

Wladyslaw Cichocki

Barry & Mary Roderick

Ellen Buckley

Dr. Peter & Sheila

Gorman

David & Roxie Meek

Dr. J. Arditti

Donors 

($200 - $499)
Cathy and Brian

Rignanesi

Richard & Jayne Nicki

Dr Joseph and Mrs

Martha Harrison

Doreen Wallace

Margaret Graham

Vaughn McIntyre & Pat

Pulley

Katherine Moller

Timothy Blackmore

Howard & Jane Fritz

James & Donna Dysart

Carolyn & David Nielsen

Dr. Barry Beckett

May Matheson-Thomas

Kaye Nason

Jennifer Landry

Iris E C Bliss

David & Jane Barry

Neil MacLean

Debbie Landine

Angela Smith

Louise & Gordon Mason

Judith Streeter

David Addleman 

Gertrude Haslett

Supporters 

($100 - $199)
Hadrian Abbott

Peter Harris

Frances Morrisey

Donna Bowlin

Nancy Young

Philip & Roberta Lee

David Goss

Nora Brown

Ann Jamieson

John and Lois Thompson 

Robert Young and

Patricial Neill

Builders ($5,000–

$9,999)
John Tidswell

Patrons 

($2,000 - $4,999)
Ronald Lees

Michele & Anthony

Flarow

Kathryn McCain

Sisters of Charity of

the Immaculate

Conception

Jonathan & Haleen

Franklin

David & Judith

Jamieson

Michael & Margaret

Wennberg

Dr. Steven Bryniak &

Dr. Nancy Grant
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Supporters  cont.

($100 - $199)
McGregor Grant

John Beaver

Monica Forestell

Brian R Steeves

Darren McLeod

Caroline Davies

Barry Thompson

James Streeter

Peter & Deana Gadd

Frances Gormley

Gillian & Kirby Keyser

Sharan & William Ayer

Gary Morrison

Carl & Betty Tompkins

Richard & Marilyn

Peabody

Betty-Jean Friedman

Daniel Lessard

Boris Kaplan

Doug & Mary Werner

Grace Olds

Charlotte & 

D. MacGregor Hope

Patricia Alcorn

Diane Reid

Elsa & Hans Meeg

Natalie Hylton

Alvin Edgett

Peter Buckland

Illia Kuksenko

Maxine Dadson

Roydon Erb

Fred Shillington

Barbara Lee-White

Tanuja Balse

Joan Creamer

Richard Gibson

Ursula and Tony

Lampart

Donna & Barry

Harbinson

Catherine Sutherland

Friends 

($20 - $99)
Dr. Robert Christie

Ann & Barry King

Sharon Fraser & Daniel

O'Connor

Jennifer Abbott

Peter Weeks

Norma Blanchet

Patricia Scribner

Robert & Elaine Kenyon

Susan O'Brien

SUPPORT TODAY

Donations to SNB  directly fund operations.
By supporting today you are helping us
continue to present top-notch performances
and expand our dynamic programs, including
those in schools and communities. You are
allowing more people to experience the
beauty and power of live orchestral music.

SUPPORT YOUR
SYMPHONY: 
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https://www.canadahelps.org/en/charities/symphony-new-brunswick-inc/


Symphony New Brunswick Foundation is an
independent charity that supports Symphony New
Brunswick through an endowment that is held in
perpetuity. As its largest single annual donor, we
give SNB financial sustainability and, through its
support, the Foundation enables the Symphony to
deliver a more diversified musical program to the
residents of New Brunswick. The Foundation’s
endowment assets are held and managed by an
independent Board of Directors.
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President's Circle

(25,000 +)
Bank of Montreal

Sir James Dunn

Foundation

Ronald Lees and

Miranda Lees

Lockhart Foundation

The McCain

Foundation

Reid and Jacqueline

Parker

Scotiabank

The Pannell Family

Foundation

Tom & Lisa Gribbons

Dr. Mary Pedersen

SNB FOUNDATION

Benefactors

($10,000–

$24,999) 
Deloitte

Lucinda Flemer

Jonathan & Haleen

Franklin

The MacMurray

Foundation

Kathy McCain 

Frank McKenna

Donald Mitchener 

Derek & Jacqueline

Oland

The Estate of Phyllis

Sutherland

Ted Reevey 

John Thompson

Friends of the

Symphony

($2,500–$9,999)
David & Sonja Adams

Terence and Jane Bird

Lane and Diane

Bishop

Doris Chesley 

Crosby Molasses

The late Marion Elliot

John Emmerson

 John Irving 

David Jamieson

Manon Losier

Allison and Clare

McCain

Ian and Carole

MacFarquar

The Sobey Foundation

TD Bank

We’re invested in the future of Symphony
New Brunswick.

OUR MISSON

THANK YOU TO OUR DONORS
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https://brenansfh.com/tribute/details/25907/Phyllis-Sutherland/obituary.html
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Supporters

($1,000–$2,499)
David and Jane Barry

David and Peggy Case

Wladyslaw Cichocki

Desjardins

J.D. Irving Limited

Jay and Karla Forbes

Francis Ervin Estate

Peter Hyslop 

Hans Klohn

Eleanor and Trevor

Marshall

Gregory and Karen

Parker

Town of Quispamsis

David Reid

Cathy and Brian

Rignanesi

Donne Smith

Peter Wilshaw

Brian and Anne

Wheelock

Signe Gurholt

Margaret Conrad

Sally Dibblee

George and Karen Erb

Christopher Evans

Fidelity

J. Anthony Fitzgerald

Jane M. Fritz

Paul Fudge

Richard Gibson

Myrna Gunter

Kathryn Hamer-

Edwards

Philip Howland 

Alison Hughes

Rosi and David Jory

Richard and Christine

Sancton

Victoria and Scott

Laskey

Daniel Lessard

Jon LeHeup

Sarah Liptay

Tom and Careen

Longon

Choeur Louisbourg

Duncan MacDonald

Ken MacLeod

Gordon and Louise

Mason

Gisela Low 

Darren McLeod

Susan Montague

David and Carolyn

Nielsen

Dora Nicinski

Katherine Perry

Gerrit van Raalte

Payson Rowell

Saint John Probus

Club

Ralph and Caroline

Simpson

Peter Smit

William & Joan Smith

Dean Snow 

Marcel Sonier

Greg and Linda

Sprague

William & Joan Steeves

Robert Uchida

Susan and Arthur

VanWart

John Wallace 

Andre Welland  

Carolyn Vose

Wendy Johnston

Donors

 ($100–$999)
Joseph Aicher

Ian Arseneault

Katherine Asch

Susan Atkinson

Angela Birdsell

Brian & Vicky Baxter

Ellen Buckley

John and Adrienne

Buckley

Neil MacLean

Scandimodern 

Hope E. Hunter

Other Donors

(amount

undisclosed)
Charmaine Adams

Diane Adams 

David Addleman

Karin Aurell

Ron and Janet Buckley

Nicola Carter Casgrain

Richard and Yeonsuk

Cho

Jacques and

Bernadette DeGrace

Jocelyn Deichmann

Krista Han

Hagar Holdings Ltd.

(Jane Madsen)

Carolyn Irving

Suzanne Irving 

Scott Kennedy

Jennifer Landry

Paul Leger

Lise Legér- Anderson

Stephen McCain

Wendy Nielsen

Jim O’Sullivan

Margaret Roy

Karen Sheriff

Les Religieuses de

Notre-Dame du Sacré-

Cœur

Sabian

Sisters of Charity

Barbara Smith

Thomas Geburt

Friends (cont)
David and Miriam

Wells

Dr. Keith Wilson
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Other Donors 

(amount

undisclosed cont.)
William Teed

Teed Saunders Doyle

Michael and Margaret

Wennberg

R Douglas Werner

Heather Wilson Dr.

Michael Zed

In Memoriam

cont.
Ruth Frank 

William Harrison

Goodwin 

Ann Marie Robertson

Tiina Hele Runkla

Olga Grant

James Macgregor

“Rory” Grant 

Barbara Jean 

Bruce Holder Jr.

Douglass Hughes

Harold "Hal" Killam

Ronald C. MacDonald

Sandra "Shaune"

MacLeod

Donald Marshall

Sylvie Nadeau

David Nicholson

John Huggard

Sherwood

Terrance Stewart

Kaye Smith

Patricia Cyd van Beek 

Joseph Francis

Wagner

Edna Dibblee-Wellner

Erik T. P. Wennberg

Sandra Wright 

Li-Hong Xu

In Honour of

2021/2022
David and Sonya

Adams

Bonnie Murray

In Memoriam

2021/2022
Charmaine Adams

E. Gary Atkinson

Helen Diana (DeeDee)

Aske

Dennis F. Barrett

Kenneth Creelman

Ruth Frank 

SUPPORT TODAY
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https://www.canadahelps.org/en/charities/symphony-new-brunswick-inc/
https://www.canadahelps.org/en/charities/symphony-new-brunswick-foundation-incla-fondation-symphoni/
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The Honourable Brenda Murphy
New Brunswick’s 32nd Lieutenant Governor

HONOURARY PATRON

Reid Parker  President & Board Chair
Cathy Rignanesi  Treasurer
David Shore  Secretary
Katie Bowden
Edmund Dawe
Kathryn Hamer
Peter Hyslop
Gilles Melanson
Lise Léger-Anderson 
Donne Smith
Michael D. Wennberg

BOARD OF DIRECTORS,
SYMPHONY NEW BRUNSWICK

Reid Parker  President & Board Chair
Susan Dewar Treasurer
Jennifer Adam Secretary
Ron Outerbridge
John Fitzpatrick
J. Paul Legar

SNB FOUNDATION BOARD

Mélanie Léonard Artistic Director
Gillian Gresh Director of Donor Relations
Peter Sametz Director of Operations & Administration
Chris Buckley Personnel Manager
Peter Mears Stage Manager
Andrew George Librarian

ADMINISTRATION

Elsa Paterson Library 
Rick Sancton Donations
Linda Sprague Friends of the Symphony (Fredericton) 

VOLUNTEER SUPPORT
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