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Message 
from the
President
REID PARKER

NEWSLETTER SIGN UP

Symphony New Brunswick’s season has come to a close and
there is no better way to write finis than by this evening’s
performance by Cris Derkson and our orchestra. This program
resonates deeply with our commitment to showcasing the artistry
of Indigenous composers and performers and the role that
orchestras can play in fostering appreciation for diverse
perspectives and forms of expression. We are grateful for the
support of our partners, especially The McCain Foundation, RBC
Foundation and the Regional Development Corporation, that
have helped us bring Orchestral Powwow to the people of New
Brunswick.

Details of our 2023-2024 season are available on the final page of
the program. An announcement will be made when the box
offices open for both subscriptions and single ticket sales. So
please stay tuned; watch our website and social media channels
and sign up for our e-mail list so you can be the first to find out
more about Maestra Léonard’s wonderful season that will appeal
to all. 

Special thanks are owed to Mélanie and to our staff, our board of
directors, and our musicians for their wonderful work this past
season. I think we can agree that Symphony New Brunswick has
never sounded better. We can all expect this progress to
continue, so we hope to see you in the autumn. 

You can sign up for our newsletter by scrolling to the bottom of our website.
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Born in Montreal, Mélanie Léonard was most
recently the music director of the Sudbury
Symphony Orchestra. She has also been resident
conductor and associate conductor of the Calgary
Philharmonic Orchestra.

She was invited to conduct at the Montreal
International Jazz Festival and several Canadian
orchestras including the Toronto Symphony
Orchestra, Orchestre Métropolitain, the National
Arts Centre Orchestra, the Edmonton, Regina,
Calgary and Winnipeg Symphony Orchestras and
Symphony Nova Scotia.

Maestra Léonard has recorded soundtracks for
Aura at Montréal’s Notre-Dame Basilica; Land of
Fantasy, a Cirque du Soleil show presented in
Hangzhou, China; and Paradise City, an immersive
multimedia universe in South Korea.

Mélanie Léonard was the first woman to complete a
doctorate in orchestral conducting at the University
of Montreal. In 2012, she received the Jean-Marie
Baudet Prize in orchestral conducting awarded by
the Canada Council for the Arts.
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Biography
MÉLANIE LÉONARD
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Cris Derksen’s music and vision are powerful. In
addition to Cris Derksen on cello, Orchestral Powwow
involves the Chippewa Travelers, amazing artists and
performers , and I am looking forward to welcoming
all of them. This promises to be an exciting,
meaningful and inspiring musical experience.

Welcome Message
MÉLANIE LÉONARD
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Originally from Northern Alberta, Cris Derksen descends from a
line of North Tall Cree Reserve chiefs on her father’s side, and a
line of Mennonite homesteaders on her mother’s. A graduate of
Edmonton’s Victoria School of the Arts, Cris holds a degree in
cello performance from the University of British Columbia. Cris
has toured widely both nationally and internationally, and is in
constant demand as both composer and performer for
Canadian symphonies, galleries, and musical ensembles. 

Cris has appeared in both capacities in numerous film,
television, stage, and choral productions. Accolades include a
Juno nomination for Instrumental Album of the Year (for
Orchestral Powwow), a Toronto Alliance for the Performing Arts
Dora Mavor Moore Award for Outstanding Sound
Design/Composition for Theatre, and multiple nominations and
wins at the Indigenous Music Awards and Western Canadian
Music Awards. 

Cris Derksen has most recently been recognized for contributing
music to Connie Walker's podcast "Stolen: Surviving St.
Michael's", which has just been awarded both the Pulitzer Prize
for audio journalism and the Peabody Award for Podcast and
Radio. 
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Cris 
Derksen

CREATED BY
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The Chippewa Travellers are an award winning Aniishinaabeg
family drum group originally from Chippewas of Nawash, Cape
Croker rez (Neyaashingaming), Ontario but now reside in the
Southern/Central area of Ontario.  Jared Bigcanoe, Matthew
Lavallee, Tyler Lavallee, Summer Lavallee, Mark Lavallee and Brian
Sarazin are all with us here tonight. The group has 15+ members
and started singing as Chippewa Travellers in 1998 and before
that were known as the Nawash Jrs, in the early 1990’s. Several
singers were also members of the Otonabee singers back in the
early 1980’s. 

Chippewa Travellers are primarily a Northern original style drum
group that also enjoys singing contemporary and southern styles
when it is appropriate. Chippewa Travellers have grown up singing
within the Powwow (Helushka) society, with several teachers who
have been instrumental in guiding the group in proper drum &
powwow etiquette. The Group is part of Cris Derksen’s Orchestral
Powwow Project, with performances at major festivals and
theatres across Canada including, Vancouver, Vancouver Island,
Yellowknife, Regina, Calgary, Ottawa, Toronto and Halifax. 
Chippewa Travellers have won Best Powwow Traditional Album at
the Indigenous Music Awards 2019, two

Canadian Aboriginal Music Awards as well as the 2010 online
Drum Contest; Powwow Idol. Chippewa Travellers have been
nominated for Best Traditional Drum Group and Best Album
Cover in the Aboriginal Peoples Choice Awards, 2010 & 2012. 
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The Chippewa
Travellers

FEATURING
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Rebecca Benson is a Tuscaroran and Scottish Two Spirit
Iroqueer who lives between Tkaronto in Dish With One
Spoon Territory and Ottawa on Unceded Algonquin
Territory. They wear many different hats as a singer, writer,
labor organizer and partner. Rebecca proudly works for
CUPE National. 

As a performer Rebecca is a classically trained singer with
a fierce love of pop music, who began hand drumming a
decade ago. They now blend these musical traditions in a
number of musical projects, including the Cris Derksen
Quartet, several projects with the Luminato Festival, and
the Queer Songbook Orchestra. Rebecca has performed
with the Vancouver Symphony Orchestra, the Regina
Symphony Orchestra, the National Arts Centre Orchestra,
Folk on the Rocks, and at the Sydney Opera House.
Rebecca is a Mohawk language learner, who loves to share
stories and perspectives from her communities.
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Rebecca Benson 
FEATURING
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About 
Orchestral
Powwow
Orchestral Powwow is a

Juno-nominated

collection of songs that

weaves together

traditional Powwow

beats and symphonic

sounds, created by

world-famous Cree

musician Cris Derksen.

This brand-new musical

genre features Cris

Derksen on solo cello,

together with traditional

Indigenous Drum Circle,

singers, and hoop

dancer live in concert

with SNB. The fusion of

Indigenous and Classical

traditions results in an

eclectic and crowd-

pleasing concert

experience. 
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Program

Unauthorized recording or photographing of the Orchestra is prohibited. 

All selections by Cris Derksen, unless noted

Parkdale
Crow Hop
Solo featuring the Chippewa Travellers
Mozart's Ghost
Overture to "The Spider Being"
Buffalo Girls
WarCry
Love is A BattleField
Intertribal Happy Feet
Powwow Rhapsody
Round Dance
New Heya

Symphony New Brunswick acknowledges that our

performances take place on the traditional territory of the

Wabanaki peoples. In the spirit of truth and reconciliation, we

are committed to dialogue and artistic collaboration that

enhances the experience of all our audiences.
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SECOND CHAIR FIRST VIOLIN:
Dr. Tom Condon Memorial
Chair

CHAIRS

PRINCIPAL SECOND VIOLIN:
Miles and Eunice Kierstead
Memorial Chair
SECOND CHAIR, SECOND
VIOLIN:
Li-Hong Xu Memorial Chair

PRINCIPAL VIOLA:
The Margaret and Wallace
McCain Family Chair
SECTION VIOLA:
Reid and Jacqueline Parker
Endowed Chair

PRINCIPAL CELLO:
BMO Financial Group
Endowed Chair

SECOND CHAIR CELLO:
The Tom & Lisa Gribbons
Endowed Chair

SECTION CELLO:
The Marion Isabel
Pedersen & Sister Marie
Estele Memorial Chair

PRINCIPAL BASSOON:
Pannell Family Endowed
Chair

PRINCIPAL TIMPANI:
Philip W. Oland
Memorial Chair

PRINCIPAL TRUMPET:
Wallace, Norma and John
Macmurray Memorial
Chair

SECOND TRUMPET:
The St. Mary’s Band and
Bruce Holder Jr. Memorial
Chair

Endowed Chairs
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SUPPORT TODAY
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Partners 
AND ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS

ANNUAL PARTNERS

Donations to SNB  directly fund operations. By
supporting today you are helping us continue to
present top-notch performances and expand our
dynamic programs, including those in schools and
communities. You are allowing more people to
experience the beauty and power of live orchestral
music.

SUPPORT YOUR SYMPHONY: 

A special thank you to the McCain
Foundation, RBC Foundation, and
the Regional Development
Corporation for helping SNB bring
Orchestral Powwow to the people of
New Brunswick. 
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https://www.canadahelps.org/en/charities/symphony-new-brunswick-inc/
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Teresa Wang*, 

    Concertmaster

Nadia Francavilla

Hok Kwan

David Adams

VIOLIN I 

Danielle Sametz*^ 

Sara Liptay

Ali Leonard

Katherine Moller

VIOLIN II

 Chris Yoon*

 Sonja Adams

 CELLO

Andrew Reed Miller*^
BASS

Musicians

Christopher Buckley*^

Stephen Mott

VIOLA

Patrick Bolduc*^

BASOON 

Christie Goodwin^

Carlos Avila*

OBOE

 *Principal or Acting Principal, ^SNB Core Musician

CLARINET
 James Kalyn*

HORN
Jon Fisher*

TIMPANI
Joël Cormier*^

Danièle Jones*
FLUTE

LIFE TIME MEMBERS
David Adams

Sonja Adams

TRUMPET
Rob Dutton*

TROMBONE
 Jim Tranquilla*

Kimberley Conway
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Owen Melanson*
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In Honour of:
David & Sonja Adams

Ian Burden

James and Bonnie

Murray

Lucille Colpitts

In Memory of:
Diana (DeeDee) Aske 

Boris Brott

David Brookins

Ian Burden

Lucille Colpitts

Carm & Joe Gormley

George E. Gunter

Bruce Holder Jr. 

ames & Bonnie Murray

Tina Hele Runkla

Kaye Marie Henderson

(Smith) 

Terrence Stewart

Cheryl Pedersen Sutton

Leaders 

(10,000 +)
Don Mitchener

Pannell Family

Foundation

Duke Creative Collective

Mary E Pedersen MD, CD

& Mark Pedersen

Foundation

SNB Donors
David & Judith Jamieson

Kathryn McCain

RBC Foundation

Benefactors

($1,000 - $1,999)
Reid & Jacqueline

Parker

Dr Donald Colford

Susan & Winston Mott

Diana Aske

Muriel & Robert

Buckley

Town of Rothesay

Allen & Carol Rosevear

Derek & Jacqueline

Oland

Lynn & Jim Irving

Dr Steven Bryniak & Dr

Nancy Grant

Lana & Gary Davis

Doris Jean Chesley

Contributors ($500

- $999)
Jennifer Landry

Duncan MacDonald

Peter & Alice Hyslop

Christine & Richard

Sancton

Josh Adams

Lise Anderson

Susan Fullerton

James & Mary Stokes-

Rees

Yolanda Kippers

Anthony & Margaret

Fitzgerald

Wladyslaw Cichocki

Dr. Peter & Sheila

Gorman

Cheryl M.G. Robertson

Octavio Ribeiro

David & Roxanna Meek

Dr. J. Arditti

Donors 

($200 - $499)
United Way (Moncton)

Cathy Rignanesi

Richard & Jayne Nicki

Martha Louise Harrison

Doreen Wallace

Judith Streeter

Timothy Blackmore

Howard & Jane Fritz

Jim & Donna Dysart

Carolyn & David Nielsen

Gertrude Haslett

Nancy Young

May Matheson-Thomas

Kaye Nason

Daniel Lessard

Iris E C Bliss

David & Jane Barry

Neil MacLean

Maureen & Emile Paras

Debbie Landine

David & Lynn Addleman

Angela Smith

Louise & Gordon Mason

Brenda Noble

Supporters 

($100 - $199)
Peter Harris

John & Lois Thompson

Frances Morrisey

Donna Bowlin

Philip & Roberta Lee

Joan P. Creamer

Katherine Moller

Ursula & Tony Lampart

Peter Lyman

Betty-Jean Friedman

Keith, Joanne

Catherine Sutherland

Boris Kaplan

Nora Brown

McGregor Grant

Patrons 

($2,000 - $4,999)
Sisters of Charity of the

Immaculate Conception

Jonathan & Haleen

Franklin

Ronald Lees

Michael & Margaret

Wennberg
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Supporters  cont.

($100 - $199)
Bob Young

Brian R Steeves

Barry Thompson

Peter & Deana Gadd

Frances Gormley

Dr. Robert Christie

Wilma & Ian Gilchrist

Gillian & Kirby Keyser

Carl & Betty Tompkins

Richard Gibson

Philip Howland

Friends 

($20 - $99)
Ann & Barry King

Sharon Fraser & Daniel

 O'Connor

Patricia Alcorn

Elsa & Hans Meeg

Natalie Hylton

Phil & Maxine Dadson

Oland, Michael

Peter Buckland

Illia Kuksenko

Roydon Erb

Fred Shillington

Jennifer Abbott

Canada Donates Inc

Tanuja Balse

Lee-White, Barbara

Peter Weeks

Norma Blanchet

Patricia Scribner

Hadrian Abbott

Alastair & Linda Lamont

James Streeter

Gary Morrison

Richard & Marilyn

Peabody

Grace Olds

Charlotte & D.

MacGregor Hope

David Goss

SUPPORT TODAY

Donations to SNB  directly fund operations.
By supporting today you are helping us
continue to present top-notch performances
and expand our dynamic programs, including
those in schools and communities. You are
allowing more people to experience the
beauty and power of live orchestral music.

SUPPORT YOUR
SYMPHONY: 
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https://www.canadahelps.org/en/charities/symphony-new-brunswick-inc/


Symphony New Brunswick Foundation is an
independent charity that supports Symphony New
Brunswick through an endowment that is held in
perpetuity. As its largest single annual donor, we
give SNB financial sustainability and, through its
support, the Foundation enables the Symphony to
deliver a more diversified musical program to the
residents of New Brunswick. The Foundation’s
endowment assets are held and managed by an
independent Board of Directors.
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President's Circle

(25,000 +)
Bank of Montreal

Sir James Dunn

Foundation

Ronald Lees and

Miranda Lees

Lockhart Foundation

The McCain

Foundation

Reid and Jacqueline

Parker

Scotiabank

The Pannell Family

Foundation

Tom & Lisa Gribbons

Dr. Mary Pedersen

SNB FOUNDATION

Benefactors

($10,000–$24,999) 
Deloitte

Lucinda Flemer

Jonathan & Haleen

Franklin

The MacMurray

Foundation

Kathy McCain 

Frank McKenna

Donald Mitchener 

Derek & Jacqueline

Oland

The Estate of Phyllis

Sutherland

Ted Reevey 

John Thompson

Friends of the

Symphony ($2,500–

$9,999)
David & Sonja Adams

Terence and Jane Bird

Lane and Diane Bishop

Doris Chesley 

Crosby Molasses

The late Marion Elliot

John Emmerson

McGregor Grant

 John Irving 

David Jamieson Manon

Losier

Allison and Claire McCain

Ian and Carole MacFarquar

The Sobey Foundation

TD Bank

John Tidswell

We’re invested in the future of Symphony
New Brunswick.

OUR MISSON

THANK YOU TO OUR DONORS
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https://brenansfh.com/tribute/details/25907/Phyllis-Sutherland/obituary.html
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Supporters

($1,000–$2,499)
David and Jane Barry

David and Peggy Case

Wladyslaw Cichocki

Desjardins

J.D. Irving Limited

Jay and Karla Forbes

Francis Ervin Estate

Peter Hyslop 

Hans Klohn

Eleanor and Trevor

Marshall

Gregory and Karen

Parker

Town of Quispamsis

David Reid

Cathy and Brian

Rignanesi

Donne Smith

Peter Wilshaw

Brian and Anne

Wheelock

Signe Gurholt

Margaret Conrad

Sally Dibblee

George and Karen Erb

Christopher Evans

Fidelity

J. Anthony Fitzgerald

Jane M. Fritz

Paul Fudge

Richard Gibson

Myrna Gunter

Kathryn Hamer-

Edwards

Philip Howland 

Alison Hughes

Rosi and David Jory

Richard and Christine

Sancton

Victoria and Scott

Laskey

Daniel Lessard

Jon LeHeup

Sarah Liptay

Tom and Careen

Longon

Choeur Louisbourg

Duncan MacDonald

Ken MacLeod

Gordon and Louise

Mason

Gisela Low 

Darren McLeod

Susan Montague

David and Carolyn

Nielsen

Dora Nicinski

Katherine Perry

Gerrit van Raalte

Payson Rowell

Saint John Probus Club

Ralph and Caroline

Simpson

Peter Smit

William & Joan Smith

Dean Snow 

Marcel Sonier

Greg and Linda

Sprague

William & Joan Steeves

Robert Uchida

Susan and Arthur

VanWart

John Wallace 

Andre Welland  

Carolyn Vose

Wendy Johnston

Donors

 ($100–$999)
Joseph Aicher

Ian Arseneault

Katherine Asch

Susan Atkinson

Angela Birdsell

Brian & Vicky Baxter

Ellen Buckley

John and Adrienne

Buckley

Neil MacLean

Scandimodern 

Hope E. Hunter

Other Donors

(amount

undisclosed)
The late Charmaine

Adams

Diane Adams 

David Addleman

Karin Aurell

Ron and Janet Buckley

Nicola Carter Casgrain

Richard and Yeonsuk Cho

Marilyn Dalton 

Jacques and Bernadette

DeGrace

Jocelyn Deichmann

Michele and Tony Flarow

Krista Han

Hagar Holdings Ltd. (Jane

Madsen)

Carolyn Irving

Suzanne Irving 

Scott Kennedy

Jennifer Landry

Paul Leger

Lise Legér- Anderson

Stephen McCain

Wendy Nielsen

Jim O’Sullivan

Margaret Roy

Karen Sheriff

Les Religieuses de Notre-

Dame du Sacré-Cœur

Sabian

Sisters of Charity

Barbara Smith

Thomas Geburt

Friends (cont)
David and Miriam

Wells

Dr. Keith Wilson
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Other Donors 

(amount

undisclosed cont.)
William Teed

Teed Saunders Doyle

Michael and Margaret

Wennberg

R Douglas Werner

Heather Wilson 

Dr. Michael Zed

In Memoriam

cont.
Ruth Frank 

William Harrison

Goodwin 

Ann Marie Robertson

Tiina Hele Runkla

Olga Grant

James Macgregor

“Rory” Grant 

Barbara Jean 

Bruce Holder Jr.

Douglass Hughes

Harold "Hal" Killam

Ronald C. MacDonald

Sandra "Shaune"

MacLeod

Donald Marshall

Sylvie Nadeau

David Nicholson

Nickolaj Holm &

Marion Isabelle

(Murchison) Pedersen

John Huggard

Sherwood

Terrence Stewart

Kaye Smith

Patricia Cyd van Beek 

Joseph Francis

Wagner

Edna Dibblee-Wellner

Erik T. P. Wennberg

Sandra Wright 

Li-Hong Xu

In Honour of

2021/2022
David and Sonya

Adams

Bonnie Murray

In Memoriam

2022/2023

E. Gary Atkinson

Helen Diana (DeeDee)

Aske

Dennis F. Barrett

Kenneth Creelman

SUPPORT TODAY
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https://www.canadahelps.org/en/charities/symphony-new-brunswick-inc/
https://www.canadahelps.org/en/charities/symphony-new-brunswick-foundation-incla-fondation-symphoni/
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The Honourable Brenda Murphy
New Brunswick’s 32nd Lieutenant Governor

HONOURARY PATRON

Reid Parker  President & Board Chair
Cathy Rignanesi  Treasurer
David Shore  Secretary
Katie Bowden
Edmund Dawe
Kathryn Hamer
Peter Hyslop
Gilles Melanson
Lise Léger-Anderson 
Donne Smith
Michael D. Wennberg

BOARD OF DIRECTORS,
SYMPHONY NEW BRUNSWICK

Reid Parker  President & Board Chair
Susan Dewar Treasurer
Jennifer Adam Secretary
Ron Outerbridge
John Fitzpatrick
J. Paul Legar

SNB FOUNDATION BOARD

Mélanie Léonard Artistic Director
Gillian Gresh Director of Donor Relations
Peter Sametz Director of Operations & Administration
Chris Buckley Personnel Manager
Peter Mears Stage Manager
Jon Fisher Acting Librarian

ADMINISTRATION

Elsa Paterson Library 
Rick Sancton Donations
Linda Sprague Friends of the Symphony (Fredericton) 

VOLUNTEER SUPPORT
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23/24 Bravo
Subscription
Series

SYMPHONY NEW BRUNSWICK

ON SALE AT YOUR LOCAL VENUE BOX OFFICE
STARTING JUNE 15 2023

MÉLANIE LÉONARD, MUSIC DIRECTOR

Bravo 1: "It's About the Hits!"
featuring more Symphonic Chart
Toppers
Imperial: Mon Sep. 25
Playhouse:  Tue Sep. 26
Capitol: Wed Sep. 27

Bravo 2: "It's About
Romance!"
featuring Adrian Anantawan,
violin
Imperial: Mon Oct. 16
Playhouse: Tue Oct. 17
Capitol: Wed Oct. 18

Bravo 3: "It's About Time!"
featuring Victoria Wong, piano
Imperial: Mon Nov. 13
Capitol: Tue Nov. 14
Playhouse: Wed Nov. 15

Bravo 4: "It's About Jazz ... &
Beyond!"
featuring Joel Miller, saxophone
Imperial: Mon Mar. 4
Playhouse: Tue Mar. 5
Capitol: Thu Mar. 7

Bravo 5: "It's About
Remembrance!"
featuring Mozart's Requiem with
 Choeur Louisbourg
Imperial: Mon Mar. 25
Capitol:  Tue Mar. 26
Playhouse: Wed Mar. 27

Bravo 6: "It's About Heroics!"
featuring Beethoven's "Eroica"
Symphony
Imperial: Mon May 13
Playhouse:  Tue May 14
Capitol: Wed May 15



ALL CONCERTS @ 7:30 PM

WHAT IT'S ALL ABOUT!

SPECIAL FAMILY CONCERT WITH PLATYPUS THEATRE

A Flicker of Light on a Winter's Night
Imperial: Mon Dec 19
Playhouse: Tue Dec 20
Capitol: Wed Dec 21




